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Syllabus Psychology 100.50S 
The University of Montana – Missoula 
THE College of Technology  
Course Syllabus FALL 2005-AN INTERNET COURSE 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Linda EagleHeart Thomas 
Office: White Annex 
Hours:—Yahoo Messenger My screen name is “ dreagleheart ” 
MSN Messenger screen name is “DrEagleHeart” 
Log into it for real time communication 
Phone: (406)243-7839 
E-mail: linda.eagleheart@mso.umt.edu 
      Course Web site: www.mypsychlab.com 
  Blackboard: courseware.umt.edu 
Required Texts 
Kosslyn, S. K., & Rosenberg, R. S. (2004). Psychology: Fundamentals of Psychology: The brain, the person, the 
world (2nd edition). Boston: 
 MYPSYCHLAB-student kit with access code [one-time use] packaged with text) 
You can purchase the text /and access code from the COT Bookstore at the University of Montana or go to the 
Course Web site: www.mypsychlab.com 
 
Book Author Book Title Book + MyPsychLab Valuepack 
Standalone  
MyPsychLab  
Starter Kit 
Kosslyn / Rosenberg 
Fundamentals of Psychology: The 
Brain, The Person, The World, 2/e    
 
0205415059 0-205-42610-7 
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, I expect that you: 
1) Have a basic knowledge of psychology, including: 
_ terms, facts, concepts, and theories about psychology. 
_ the methods and techniques used to study psychology. 
2) Have improved your higher-order thinking skills, including: 
_ the ability to apply knowledge already learned to new problems and 
situations. 
_ analytic skills. 
_ the ability to evaluate information and to distinguish between fact and 
opinion. 
3) Are able to use psychological research to inform your own views 
4) Have improved your knowledge of learning and memory techniques for use in 
future courses. 
Assessment of Student Learning 
Your grade in this class is based on the following: 
2exams     300 points 
Final exam     400  
Discussion Board    100 
Research Paper Review   100 
Online Research Participation  100 
                  1000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The total of possible points for the course is 1000. Final course grades will be assigned 
on the following basis: 
920 – 1000 points = A    720 – 779 points = C 
900 – 919 points = A-    700 – 719 points = C- 
880 – 899 points = B+   680 – 699 points = D+ 
820 – 879 points = B    620 – 679 points = D 
800 – 819 points = B-    600 – 619 points = D- 
780 – 799 points = C+    599 and below = F 
 
Assignments are described in more detail below. 
 
What’s the discussion board activity? And why do I need to do it? 
Two things happen in the discussion board Section. First, you will receive a question or questions posted on 
the Discussion Board. There will be a minimum of 5 questions, although there may be more. You will comment 
with each other and me on the topic or discussion. Second, this discussion activity is designed to either review or 
preview the course content of the current or upcoming unit. Discussion activities are designed to reinforce material 
covered in supplemental information and the text. Please note that you are required to participate in discussion 
activity. A thought-provoking question will be posted at the beginning of the week, and all students will begin 
responding. Students will not receive points if they: do  not contribute in a meaningful and thoughtful way.  
 
Research Experience: 
Psychology is a science built on systematic research on both human and non-human animals. A critical 
aspect of this course is becoming familiar with how that information is obtained. To meet this course requirement 
you will be completing 2 assignments. The first is reading about original research. You will identify, read, and 
summarize an original research article in 1-2 pages. The summary is worth 100  research points . A separate 
handout entitled “Research Paper” is available on the site from me with details. I will provide links to a  research 
article file under course Documents. You may complete this portion of the course early, if you like.  
 
The second  requirement is an online-participation activity. You will be given some online links from 
accredited sites and will have an opportunity to be a research participant. You will receive information about the 
sites in the announcements. This online participation is worth 100 Points. There are more complete directions on the 
handout I will email the class as a group. It is also posted under assignments and on the announcement page. 
 
What happens if I don’t finish the research experience requirement?  
Students who do not complete their research experience credits will not pass the course. “Even if I have an 
A in every other area and do not do this research experience, will I pass this course?” NO, you will fail, because 
the research is a course requirement. Students who do not complete their research experience credits will 
receive a fail [F] for the class.  
 
 
CORRESPONDING WITH ME: In every email, you will use the following format: 
 
Last name, First Name, PSY100.50S, Assignment/Exam #.  
 
All exams, papers, and extra credit are delivered to me using the Digital Drop Box or Email. I will not return papers. 
If you wish to view your feedback, you can compare your answers with posted answers on the Website. 
 
Exams Policies and Procedures including the Final: There are two scheduled tests and a final examination. 
Exams will cover material discussed both in the textbook and in class. Exams will be non-cumulative; that is, they 
will test only the material covered in the specific segment of the course indicated in the syllabus. The EXAMS will 
be multiple-choice, true-false, and short-answer formats. Each exam will be posted and you will be given several 
days to complete it. Exams may be administered via computer. Some Answers will be submitted via email or 
attachment in Rich Texture Format [RTF]. Exams will be open book and open notes.  
 
 
 
The Format For Submission Of Exam Answers: 
BE SURE YOU READ EXAM INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
UNDERSTANDING THEM. IF YOU DO NOT FOLLOW THEM, EXAMS WILL BE RETURNED-
UNGRADED 
 
You are to do your exams with the following instructions.  
 
Submit to me via email . 
You can cut and paste into the body of your email and Line up your number DOWN the page-- NOT across.  
Please Do NOT use attachments. If you MUST attach your answers please use Microsoft word and save as a .doc or 
a .rtf. I cannot read other kinds, for example word perfect. 
 
 Submit your answers to me via EMAIL [answer sheet only as follows-NOT the test] In the subject line of the email 
you are to write : Last Name, First Name, Intro ONLINE-EXAM #1 Answers.. You answers should look like this: 
1. A or B.....etc  
2. A, b, c, etc  
3...and so on.  
YOur short answers will look like this  
ESSAY ANSWERS -TYPE THE ANSWERS AS follows: 
#45 : Text Answer  
#46: Text Answer 
 Make sure you Answer all the questions.  
DO NOT be Late with the submitted answers. LATE EMAILS WILL BE RETURNED!  
KEEP a copy of your email for yourself. {make sure you send yourself a copy. Double check to see if you got a 
COPY--If you did NOT, RESEND the EMAIL--...If you do not follow instructions, I cannot help you. Your exam 
will be returned un-graded.  
The best strategy is to PLAN early, and don’t wait until the last minute.  
  
Please note the following important points about the examinations: 
_ All exams must be taken! There will be no make-up exams. NO late exams/papers/extra credit will be 
accepted. I list date, and TIME [Montana Mountain time] so you will need to be aware that there is a cut-
off time for assignments. 15 minutes late is late—you will receive a zero for assignment, or exam or extra 
credit.  
_ The final exam will be due on the date specified by the college!  
I will not make alternative arrangements to give any exams early due to travel plans. This includes the 
Final, so do not request me to do so. NO EXCEPTIONS! 
 
Extra Credit 
There may, occasionally, be opportunities to earn extra credit by participating in various research projects. 
These opportunities will be announced in MyPsychLab Announcements. 
 
Miscellaneous Points 
Disabilities and Special Learning Needs:_ Please inform me as soon as possible if you have any 
disabilities or circumstances that may require special considerations. It is your responsibility to inform me, 
at the outset of this course, of any disability and the ways that you and the DSS have determined are 
necessary to accommodate your needs. I am happy to work with you to achieve your goals for the course. I 
will expect to receive a letter from DDS documenting your requested accommodations. 
 
Course changes: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to course requirements, the schedule, etc. Any 
such changes will be announced in MYPSYCHLAB announcements. Students are responsible for these 
announcements.  So make sure that you check your email and MYPSYCHLAB at least daily. 
 
Announcements:  
Please note the last day to drop this class or to change your grading option [see the website of University of 
Montana]. After this date, petitions will be approved only in the case of documentable emergencies. This 
departmental policy is strictly observed, so please plan accordingly. Failure of the class is not reason to 
petition me to allow a drop. 
 
REMEMBER this is an INTERNET course,  
This is an internet course and I expect that you will have access to a computer. Computer problems 
are not excuses for failure to submit assignments on time. Plan accordingly to include computer 
failure.  If you do not have computer practical understanding, do not take this course.  
 
IT is assumed that you have adequate resources to complete your course requirements. The best 
action is to be proactive and PLAN for unforeseen emergencies. What this means is that I hold 
you responsible to understand due dates and meet deadlines. If you do not do so, the following 
statement per your syllabus applies "NO late papers or exams will be accepted. Exams and 
quizzes are due by the date/time stated. NO exceptions"  
 
Expectations are very clear in this Syllabus. It is each student's responsibility to read and 
understand the syllabus and its policies. If you are not clear on any portion of the course, you 
have been encouraged to contact me either via email or through the yahoo messenger, or MSN 
messenger. 
 
Honor Code—PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
The Honor Code, found in the University of Montana Student Handbook online, will be strictly enforced in 
this class. In addition, cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Specifically, you are not allowed to give 
or receive assistance on assignments from any other student; all work must be completed independently. 
Plagiarism or cheating will result in failure of the assignment, at minimum, and will be reported to the 
Dean’s Office. If you do not know what plagiarism is, just ask. 
 
In this class both plagiarism and cheating on tests and papers will result, at minimum, in the assignment of an 
“F” on the test or paper, and the deduction of an additional 100 points from the final grade. Additionally, 
collaboration with other students on exams, papers and quizzes constitutes cheating and will be subject to 
same guidelines.  I reserve the right to assign an “F” for the course if either occurs.  Additionally, you are 
subject to University sanctions, suspension or expulsion.  Please hand in your own work.  
  
 
COURSE CALENDAR 
 
This Calendar is an approximate layout of the course. It may change from time to time, so please check the  
MYPSYCHLAB announcements. You are responsible for changes. 
 
Week  TOPIC/ASSIGNED READING 
1   Introduction to the Course; 
Chapter 1-What is it? 
2   Research Chapter 1 – Research Sites & Articles 
Choose Article/from file 
3  Biology-- Chapter 2  
  Genetics  
  Physiology 
4 Sensation and Perception Chapter 
a. Vision/Hearing 
b. Perceiving 
5 Learning Chapter 4--RESEARCH Paper Review DUE 
a. Classical conditioning 
b. Operant Conditioning 
c. Social Learning 
d. Cognitive Learning 
6  Memory Chapter 5 
a. Storing Information 
Encoding/Retrieving /Forgetting  
Exam #1-CHAPTERS 1-5 
1. Behavior Mod Project Due-  
2. Online Research Projects - 
 
7  Language, Thinking, Cognition Chapter 6 
8  Emotion & Motivation Chapter 7 
9  Personality Chapter 8 
10  Life-Span Development-Chapter 9  
11  Stress, Health and Coping Chapter 10 –Hypnosis/Sleep 
 EXTRA__CREDIT  AVAILABLE:  
Dream Journals—Instructions and chapter information in CHAPTER 10 [ALSO THEORIES ONLINE ABOUT 
DREAMS] 
 Exam #2 CHAPTER 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 
12  Psychological Disorders Chapter 11  
13  Psychological Disorders Chapter 11 
14  Treatment -Chapter 12  
DREAM JOURNALS DUE   
15  Social Psychology- Chapter 13 
FINAL EXAM AVAILABLE-Chapter 11,12, 13—Due  Monday Final Week  
16 Final Examination Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
II.  These instructions  are for an EXTRA CREDIT DREAM JOURNAL. 
 
 You are to have NO MORE than a 2-page write up about your dream journal + Individual pages for the Nightly 
recording of your dreams –whether you remember them or not-- are available under course documents.  
Talk about the project, difficulties you had, some insights you had, and what theory in the text you think 
most fits your beliefs about dreaming. DID you notice any trends in your dreaming habits? Other comments on this 
project?  
 
You should have at No more than  2  pages, double spaced, 1 inch margins PLUS 21 pages of the sheet. You will 
submit ONLY 1 (one) document/attachment [with 21 pages of nightly recordings & 2+ pages of summary and 
discussion that includes theory on dreaming] via drop box/or email attachment. If you like, you can send via Postal 
Mail [snail mail, but make sure you mail in plenty of time to get it to me—address is located in my personal 
information.] Last semester someone submitted EACH page to the DROP BOX. It was a MESS. so please follow 
instructions, or I will not accept your assignment.  
 
 
III. SENDING EMAIL- When sending me email...ALWAYS identify YOURSELF in the subject Line... 
Example--Online Psych 100, Name, and then either --Question or Exam # or assignment # etc. ALWAYS use this 
format so that I do not misplace your email. I save all of them for the Semester by course I am teaching...I teach 6 
courses.  
 
IV. Go to the announcements on a regular basis...and check for new assignments or directions...sometimes I 
list something every day, and sometimes not for a week. So check frequently. In addition, you should check 
your email regularly.  
V. Students can talk to me in REAL time during my VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS by adding 
DREAGLEHEART@yahoo.com  to their Yahoo messenger or 
DREAGLEHEART@HOTMAIL.COM TO MSN messenger. If you add me to your list///Make sure 
you IDENTIFY yourself by Name, and COURSE [ONLINE PSYCH 100.50] .DO NOT use either of 
these as MY email address. Please use ONLY the University of Montana Email Address, 
linda.eagleheart@mso.umt.edu 
  
RESEARCH COMPONENTS 
VI.  Guidelines for writing THE Summary OF A Research Paper  
[REQUIREMENT of COURSE] 
 
The following are the 6 general sections your research paper should follow. You ARE to use the headings in bold in 
your paper [ these means you need to have the 6 headings in the paper with your comments under EACH heading.] 
You are to have NO more than 1-2 pages Single Spaced, 1 inch margin, Times font. DO NOT COPY from the 
article. SUMMARIZE ONLY. Attach a copy of your article to your completed paper, making sure you have a 
complete citation with it [where you got it]. Put your name on everything and your General Psychology section # [ 
OR “ONLINE” IF YOU ARE TAKING THIS AS AN INTERNET COURSE] 
 
1. Overview of the Study (In other words, tell me what the study was about in non-
scientific terms. For example, “The study was about babies reactions to moms who 
closed their eyes during play time. The researchers wanted to find out if infants were 
sensitive to their mom’s eye contact.”)   
2. Research questions (What were the researchers’ hypotheses or research questions? 
These are not often stated as “the hypothesis was” you may have to dig for it. If you can’t 
find it/then, email me for help) 
3. Procedure (What was the procedure?  --This is in a Methods section…and tells WHAT 
the researchers did … including operational definitions of the dependent and independent 
variables. Sometimes the abstract has a nice summary of the procedure—But check with 
me first. 
• What the actual procedure was [played for 2 minutes, then mom quit interacting 
and closed her eyes, etc.]  
• What kind of experiment was this? [Correlation, case study, experiment with a 
control group, survey, or what?] 
• WHO the subjects were [age, gender, mom, infant etc, volunteer] 
• What was the Independent variable(s)? There may be several. 
• What was the dependent variable(s)? There also may be several.  
• Location  [lab or field, etc] 
4. Results (What were the results--what did they find). 
5. Conclusions (What did the researchers conclude from the study? What did they propose 
for future or follow up study(s).) 
6. Discussion /Summary (What have you gained in experience from this exercise? This is 
where you have a chance to tell your criticisms of the study, AND the MOST important 
SECTION  
• Potential confounds/competing theory/faulty procedures/etc.   
• Are there other explanations that could account for the results found?  
• Did you find any vague or poor operational definitions?  
• Comment on the study findings, and whether you agree or not, like or dislike, etc.  
• Were the researchers’ conclusions stretching the findings or did you agree?) 
GRADING: Make sure you have section labels!!! 
SECTIONS 1-5 =50 points [10 points per section]    Section 6 = 50 Points 
 
 
VII. Online RESEARCH Participation - 100 Points (see Syllabus)  
The following Links are sites where you can choose a site to participate in ONLINE psychology research.  
 
YOU are to do 10 of them and submit a  thank-you Summary page at the end of the study. Sometimes 
there is NO thank you page. Just copy some part of the page so that it shows that you actually did 
participate.  
 
Collect ALL 10 "thank you for participating" and save using the FILE in the Menu SAVE AS a text file 
rather than a web page if you are having any problems. YOU can also select SAVE as...if you do save as, 
you get a message that says {save web page} and in some file...you then select a file on your computer 
to save into and then select the "save as type " at the bottom of the page as a *.txt file. It is marked as 
Save as a web page...but that sometimes does NOT print.  
 
Finally, you will have a SUMMARY of the project. It will be 1 page, discussing the method of research, 
and critique as you did on your summary of research project. [See Item 6 in the Summary of a Research 
Paper; also see your appendix B] 
Dr. E  
 
http://psychexps.olemiss.edu/Exps/labexperiments.htm  
 
http://psych.hanover.edu/research/exponnet.html{this is more comprehensive]  
 
You are to ATTACH NO more than 1 page write up about your critique of all the studies you participated 
in. Discuss these experiments the same way you did in the research paper review. You are to Talk about 
the potential PROBLEMS with each of the studies.  
 
Copy your final pages on EACH of the study you completed with the Summary Page as ONE GROUP. 
You can paste into a WORD document, if you like but must identify EACH printed section so that I can 
see your 10 individual projects.   
Submit using the Digital Drop-box. [ONE document Labeled correctly] 
